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HOLINSON - 10 BIC SHOWS, 1-11 


Recalled by 


&e Duble, Circus Historian i ‘ ; ; ; F 


"The Pioneers and :erpetuators of Tented am usenent Institutions.” 
"Three Generations of Successful Circus Kings." “The Vldest and 

Largest Show in the Universe.” I hove never for;otten those | 

words, which were the heading or the old-time long yellow heralds 


yeurs ago ond even before that. I was with this big show the 4 
entire sesson of 1911 und cireus funs end others wi:l be interested 
to read three decades later, the happenings of that veriod. inter 
quarters were at Terrace :ark, ‘hio, nesr Cincinniti, und the home 
ox the Kobinson funnily. "Uncle* Join Robinson, the *ounder, passed 
on in the late 1EEO's. His son John F. tiobinson (the Governor) end 
his son John G., carried on from thut time. The LSll season opened 
in the armory at Cincinnati, april 16, for a week. Yirst stand 
uider canvas Was wilmington, Ohio. Show train wes 47 ers. The 
immense spread of canvas and the many cagcs, dens, parade w:gons, 
all of eluborate design and elitt rings in new psint presented a 
sight long to be renexbered. ..11 naxes in this article I recall 
frou. nenorye Rudolph Gessely wus treasurer, and sold biy show 
tic:ets. ‘cress e:ent was lunch wheeler. Col. Cal Towers was 
seneger of the “Biz Double Mesewi and Wonders of Creation - a Giant 


Galaxy of Cre:tion’s Climax .ervels." Bill Davis, lot superinten- z 
dent. id. Van Skaik, big show amnouscer nd official meil won. 7 
Chas. Gerlach, bandemuster o: th: biy show band. alex Berry, leuder : 


side-show bend and minstrels. Buggy Stump, trainmaster. big top a” 
Was six center poles, three rings ond one elevated stage. ienageris — 
tent six or eight poles. silliam Dekiott was equestrian director, 
bar< back rider, und did a fourshorse jockey act. Lunice DeNott, 
equestrienne. DeComsa Troupe, 4 people, big acrial return ect, three ~ 
troupes of acrobats, the Debolien's, the uinniger's, ana the yalton ra 
latte: doing a Roman statuary act also. Toges and Geneve on the — 
tight wire, Uelen Leach, Weekly and food, Fred Biggs and Kobettas 
Trio in various slack wire feats and balancing. Biggs also cre: ted 

a lot of laughs on the track before perforsance as an imperson:utor. 
darren Travis, billed as the worlds strongest man, lifted 14 men on 

a platform; supported a walk way in form of « bridge over which 

horses passed; shouldered im «nse dumb bells; and bent bsre of iron 4 
with his bare hands. In concert he all«wed an auto to be driven 4 
over him containing four persons. jerry and “Nicks appesred in 

novelty balancing and bresk-a-way ladde: Sisplays. Vrank “eliose, 
equilibrist, the Ledgetts riders, Hackett sisters, manage riders; 

the Foward's, 4 people on the unsupport 6 ladders appesred on the ; 
elevated stage; the O'Wessney's presented their Ingiish earryving a 
act and trained horse displays, Capt. .lber's & trained polar be rs 

and jilic. larguerite, trained Lions appeared as senarate acts in 


the steel arcna. A few of the clowns were ‘ewport and Stirk, “ill 
ashe, Downine brothers, -eCamaon and Robetteas, John |'anzels did 


elever hoop end club dugeling. 
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The bigs top performance closed with Trince Lucci, resl Russian 
Cossacks, 6 in number, in during and breakneck riding displays. 

A troupe of resl Sioux Indians gseve their war dances ind pastimes 
of the old west concluding with hanging of the horse thief, 

, Gene Durand and Harry Wheeler did a bluck-face act that was a 
knock-out, both sold reserve sest and concert tickets, ond were 
old-time minstrel performers. Higgs in a comedy song, and 
Robettas were others in the after-show concert. 


A bad wind storn struck the show July 4 at Union City, Pa; at noon. 
The matinee and ni:ht show was given with side wali enclosure 
minus the top, to big business. at Ogdensburg, “. Yo, unother 
storm was encountered, blowin, down the cook house just bezore 
supper, and at Jellefontainc, Ohio; after a downpour, witer wus 
knee deep on the lot after matinee. he Labor Day stand was 
hemphis, Tennj many were turned away arternoon und night. Cotier, 
ark. was the smallest town played, afternoon performance only was 
given to bi. business. Show covered 16 states, playing 42% stands 
in Ohio. The old John Robinson show had a grest reputstion in thr 
South during it's long cereer. Old-time Southern darkies all knew 
the "O01 ‘John :.ob'sun Sho'." 


In the menagerie were 9 elephants, the larvest,"Bazil", being with 

the show forty years or more; 1° canels, sacred cattle, and 17 

Gages and dens. These were as large and costly as any circus own: Gd. 
Yaintings by an artist appevred on sone. I recall, one, a massive 
tiger den with golden domes. There wus a painting on the sides,of 

the Robinson home and scenes at Terrace rark. Crowds lined the 
streets of every town and city, esger to see the street parede, { 


Ali cuges went in parede drawn by four and six-horse teams of duns, 
erays, and blacks, with brass studded harness and trappings. Two 
elaborate band wagons with heavy carvings were in line, the 
"Golven leecock" leading, drawn by 1° black horses with enemel 
trappings and waving plumes, preceded by six lady und gent burlers 
riding dun horses, with purple robes. There was also a mounted 
band, the eight Holloway brothers, who were ushers in the big show. 
It may be mentioned that in 1900 und there-a-touts, the "snec" 
‘King Solonon, His Temple, and The Cucen of Sheba' was presented at 
the openin; of the performance on a big stage, occupryiig a good 
x portion of one side of the big top. “a 
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The 1911 season was a pleasant end profitavle one endin- at “= 
New albany, Miss; Noveriber 16. That was the finsl year of the show 


a under the ownership and manag: ment of the iobinson farily. Incident-— 
+! ally the sume year was the final one for the Yorepaugh-Sells Show. 
Ny Both closed in Northern ‘ississivpi a day or so ar:art. Nugivan 


und Lowers obtained the JON ROUINGON CINCUS title from Joh. | obinson 
in 1916, the show passing into the hands o. the finglin; interests 
in 1959; they operating it to the end of th 13. seuson, ‘The 


3 

: "Qld John HKobinson Show" was fouuded about 1624 some say, around 
se) Buchanan, Va. ‘The name will always live ic one of america's 

Lens. representative circuses. 
| serene nonce neem tne ae cca teem a 
~ GET YOUR cRACKERSACK | Marr y Christ mas 
’ | FROM 


BRT MERKLE Every body | -s 


: COLE BR@S. MipwWaAY {| THE OFFICERS? CoH Ss 


a LD Be. eercten tp ted fre may whikin, "7 


Walter @. Tyson President Guelph, Ontario 

Gordon M. Potter Vice President St. Joseph, Mich. 

John Lyon Secretary Guelph, Ontario 

@. Jd. Pietschman Treasurer Detreit, Miche 

Don Smith *public Relations. Farmington, Mich. 
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FINAL ELECTION RETURNS (=) CHS” 2941, 0 00 : } 
ain ee Z 


» HO) 


Election is over and all ballots counted, with results as 
follows; to take effect January 1, 1942.- 


"SPEC" and Billboard Colum) 


Both nominees for office of secretary and treasurer declined this 
position, and as no others were nominated, the above Srpets Seenae 
hews been made by President-elect Tyson,and we trust wiil meet 
with approval of all members. WNrs. Bette Leonard has resigned 
Yim CHS, Yollowing election, and the column in “The Billboard” 
will now be written by Don Smith, with a promise of only CHS news, 
and historical notes in the future. Wo have felt for some time 
thet this column should be written for the interest of our own 
members, and that CHS should send their share of items for pubdli- 
cation. An effort is being made to obtain a column head at 
éarliest possible date. 


Other subjects voted on recently include: 
1. Junior menders - (over 15 years - 4 annual dues) - yes. 


2 Club Pin - (numerous designs submitted) - yes. 


At a meeting of ali present officers in Guelph, Ontario recently, 
it was suggested that we divide the Society into smaller groups, 
with a director elected by the members who live in his home area. 
Such divisions would be named after various CGireus wagons of the 
past or present, such as United States, Columbia, Cinderella, 
America, Great Britain, Lion cage, Hippo Den, etc. 


In keeping with this idea, the writer would like to suggest that 
we change the name of our publication to "The Bandwagon", and that 
a@ giided Bandwagon be our official sign, in the future. This 
could also be incorporated into our Club Pin if desired. (It may 
be recalled that CHS was founded after appearance of an ad in 
the original "Bandwagon" published several years ego by the writer.) 
Let us have your suggestions at once. 
- Den Saith 


¥ 
DO BOONE INE AEE OLE LE LOD DIR DEEL ATLL NEEL LEI EL ILE LIA LEONI IEE IED NOS ORONO I mae oe i 


oft Ho Loeb of Hipetertte TPs. Fase Ace 
Wile” Qthad Cy Bx. Loewe Pre rcasere Reinet 


$ 
j 


